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email.New NAFTA compliance deadline is pushed
back Published in The Globe and Mail on November

10, 2018 By Dan Parry and Michael Chotiros
Canada's world-beating trade watchdog is warning
the country will be in breach of its part of the North

American Free Trade Agreement if it does not
complete expanded NAFTA consultations by the end

of this month. Canada announced it would begin
negotiating the new cross-border rules for people,

goods, services and digital content on Sept. 1,
setting a deadline for a two-year negotiation to wrap
up before the deal officially goes into effect on Jan.

1, 2019. However, Commerce Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne has now pushed back that

deadline to Nov. 20. In a notice sent to corporate
representatives, he explained the delay is due to a

need to "accelerate the consultation on the issues at
stake" and ensure that the negotiating texts are

"available in sufficient time to enable the exchange
of frank and informed opinions. Story continues

below advertisement READ MORE: Trudeau agrees
to Trudeau | Bourgeois economists: NAFTA is good

for us "Canada will not be able to meet the
November 20, 2018, deadline for initiation of the

consultations without de-coupling the negotiation of

                               2 / 4



 

the content of the chapters from their initiation," Mr.
Champagne wrote in a statement. The warning

came as India's trade minister and U.S. President
Donald Trump were meeting in Washington, D.C., to
discuss the newly renegotiated NAFTA. They were
among those invited to meet with Mr. Champagne.

The Commerce Minister said "it is critically
important that Canada is fully ready to begin the
negotiation of Chapters 19, 20 and 21 of NAFTA"
when the president's Cabinet meets at the White

House on Tuesday. NAFTA Chapter 19 is about the
rules-of-origin to be applied to trade in goods. The
US has threatened to apply high duties to car and

auto parts exported to the U.S. if it does not receive
a "durability safeguard" that would prevent parts

from being re-exported into the U.S.
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